OF 

AN  IMPROVEMENT  CONVENTION, 

OF  DELEGATES  FROM 

LUZERNE,  SUSQUEHANNA  AND  BRADFORD  COUNTIES: 

HELD  AT  TUAKHAA  AOCK. 

MAY  5,  1840. 


A  Convention,  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
counties  of  Luzerne,  Bradford  and  Susquehanna, 
assembled  in  Tunkhannock,  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Tuesday  the  5th  May,  1840.  The 
Convention  was  temporarily  organized  by  appoint¬ 
ing  BELA  JONES,  of  Susquehanna,  Chairman, 
and  M.  C.  Mercur,  of  Bradford  and  Col.  Asa 
Dimock  of  Susquehanna,  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  D.  M.  Bull  of  Bradford,  it  was 
resolved — that  Y.  E.  Piolett  of  Bradford,  Walter 
Follet  of  Susquehanna,  and  Geo.  Shoemaker  of 
Luzerne,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  report  tha 
names  of  officers  for  the  Convention, 

The  Committee  after  a  short  absence,  reported 
the  names  of  the  following  persons  for  officers,  to 
wit: 

For  President,  GEORGE  M.  HOLLEN- 
BACK  of  Luzerne. 

For  Vice  Presidents,  Thomas  Elliot,  Hiram 
Mix,  H.  W.  Tracy,  Wilson  Scott,  of  Bradford. 

Asa  Dimock,  Benj.  Lathrop,  D.  Searle,  Wm. 
Hartley  of  Susquehanna. 

Hon.  C.  D.  Shoemaker,  Wm.  L.  Bowman, 
Henry  Pettebone,  N.  Overfield,  of  Luzerne. 

And,  D.  M.  Bull  of  Bradford,  C.  L.  Ward,  of 
Susquehanna,  and  L.  Kidder  of  Luzerne,  as  Sec¬ 
retaries, 


On  motion — the  report  of  the  committee  was 
unanimously  adopted — 

.  The  President  on  being  conducted  to  the  chair 
announced  the  object  of  the  convention. 

When,  H.  B.  Wright,  Esq.  of  Luzerne,  offered 
the  following  resolution. 

That  a  committee  of  ten  delegates  from  each 
county  represented  in  thisConvention,  be  appointed 
to  report  to  the  Convention  the  expediency  of  a  fur¬ 
ther  prosecution  of  the  public  improvements  &c. 
Whereupon,  the  President  appointed  the  follow¬ 
ing— 

H  B  Wright, 

E  W  Morgan, 

C  L  Ward, 

L  Kidder, 

Perrin  Wells, 

M  H  Laning, 

M  C  Tyler, 

Bela  Jones, 

Henry  Stark, 

A  Beardsly, 

B  H  Mills, 

D  M  Bull, 

E  W  Sturdevant, 

Harvey  Tyler,' 

P.  M.  Osterhout, 

S  D  Phelps, 

On  motion  of  H.  B.  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Conven¬ 
tion  adjourned  to  5  o’clock  P.  M. 

Five  o’clock  P.  M. — Convention  met  pursuant 


Elijah  Shoemaker, 
George  Kocher,  Jr. 
Geo  P  Steele, 
Moses  Overfield, 
Platt  Hitchcock, 

F  M  Williams, 

M  C  Mercur, 

S  L  Kinney 
Philip  Lee, 

A  Wakelee, 

E  W  Smith, 

Jacob  Sager, 

P  McC  Gilchrist, 
Benj.  Thomas, 

A  Duiham, 


to  adjournment.— When  the  committee  through 
their  Chairman,  H.  B.  Wright,  Esqr.  offered  the 
following  Report,  and  Resolutions,  which  were 
read,  and  on  motion  unanimously  adopted. 

Mb.  President  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  on 
the  expediency  of  a  further  prosecution  of  the 
public  improvements ;  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
Convention,  the  following : — 

That  they  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that 
the  time  lias  not  yet  arrived  in  the  fiscal  embarrass¬ 
ments  of  the  State,  connected  with  the  very  great 
depression  of  public  and  private  enterprise,  when 
the  welfare  of  the  State  dictates  the  policy  of  a 
general  suspension  of  the  prosecution  ot  the  inter¬ 
nal  improvements.  The  system  of  improvements, 
Sir,  in  Pennsylvania,  was  not  commenced  under  a 
false  impression  of  the  facts,  but  the  original  plan 
was  the  matured  wisdom  of  the  best  and  most  ta¬ 
lented  men  of  the  Commonwealth.  Men  whose 
names  will  descend  to  posterity  without  blemish  or 
reproach — and  whose  history  and  that  of  our  com¬ 
mon  country,  will  be  so  interwoven  and  connected 
together  that  they  will  be  indentieal. — 
Their  names  need  not  be  repeated;  but  to  say 
that  Luzerne,  Bradford  and  Susquehanna  had  not 
furnished  their  proportion,  would  be  unjust  as  un¬ 
kind,  and  derogating  alike  from  their  individual 
character,  as  well  as  the  local  pride  of  their  re¬ 
spective  enlightened  and  intelligent  population. 

YonT  Committee  regard  the  plan  of  the  original 
improvement  system  of  the  State,  as  founded  in 
wisdom  ;  and  the  only  subject  of  regret  is,  that  its 
friends  from  time  to  time,  in  the  legislative  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  State,  have  been  obliged  to  vote  for 
other  purposes,  and  local  canals  and  railways,  till 
it  has  become  involved  in  a  heavy  and  op¬ 
pressive  debt.  This  fact  cannot  be  explained  away 
or  denied.  But  that  the  one  circumstance  of  an 
immense  debt  unpaid,  should  afford  good  reason  to 
suspend  or  abandon  a  work  of  general  utility,  is, 
in  the  minds  of  your  committee,  an  error  of  judg¬ 
ment,  probably  with  an  honest  intention. 

In  Pennsylvania,  Sir,  there  are  three  classes  of 
men,  who  entertain  opinions  diametrically  opposed 
te  each  other,  on  the  subject  of  public  property  in 
canals  and  railways. 

First  :  That  class  who  are  in  favor  of  a  total 
suspension  of  the  progress  of  the  public  improve¬ 
ments,  till  the  public  credit  is  restored,  and  the 
public  treasury  is  replenished — an  indefinite  time 
of  course. 

Secondly  :  Those  who  think  a  sale  of  the  public 
improvements  would  be  productive  of  good  ends : 
inasmuch  as  it  would  pay  olf,or  partially  do  so, the 
State  debt. 


Thirdly  :  Those  who  believe  that  the  policy  of 
the  State  requires  an  immediate  completion  of  the 
main  lines  of  Canal,  and  at  that  period  a  further 
suspension  of  all  expenditures  for  canal  and  railway 
purposes,  till  the  question  shall  be  fully  tested, 
whether  the  revenue  therefrom  in  tolls,  will  pay 
the  interest  of  the  money  invested,  and  keep  them¬ 
selves  in  repair. 

To  the  third  classification,  in  this  divison  your 
committee  attach  themselves — And  to  which  they 
firmly  believe,  could  it  be  tested  by  a  popular  vote, 
the  whole  population  of  Northern  Pennsylvania 
would  attach  themselves  also  !  including  the  coun¬ 
try  on  both  branches  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
their  respective  tributary  streams,  from  the  junction 
at  Northumberland  to  the  New  York  and  New  Jer¬ 
sey  State  lines.  It  is  true  there  might  be  some  ex¬ 
ceptions,  but  too  inconsiderable  to  mention. — 
Persons  who  have  always  opposed  the  system  of 
general  improvement — and  would  do  so,  did  they 
yield  a  revenue,  after  paying  the  interest  of  the 
debt — equal  to  the  wants  of  the  government.  To 
answer  some  few  objections,  raised  under  the  fore¬ 
going  division,  will  be  the  design  of  your  com¬ 
mittee. 

First,  to  those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  total  sus¬ 
pension  !  There  can  be  no  question  but  that  the 
most  rigid  rule  of  economy  in  the  finances  of  the 
state-  should  be  laid  down.  That  a  debt  of 
35,000,000  of  dollars  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
the  most  serious  importance,  and  that  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  authorities  should  deliberate  well,  before  one 
cent  more  is  expended  on  the  improvements  of 
the  state,  unless  sound  policy  requires  it. — Any 
prudent  man  may  with  the  greatest  propriety  be 
alarmed  at  the  extent  of  tbe  debt  of  Pennsylvania; 
but  he  must  not,  from  this  fact  despond  till  he  be¬ 
comes  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  public 
canals  and  railways.  Nor  must  he  suffer  the  idea 
to  prevail  in  his  mind  that  sound  policy  would 
dictate,  that  no  more  money  should  be  expended ; 
if  this  be  so,  in  a  great  measure,  no  benefit  can  be 
derived  from  the  vast  amount  laid  out,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  on  the  North  Branch  extension,  till  the  line 
shall  be  completed.  A  very  limited  examination 
into  this  branch  of  the  subject  will  clearly  de¬ 
monstrate  the  proposition  laid  down. 

The  North  Branch  extension,  composed  of  the 
Tunkhannock  and  Tioga  lines — commencing  on 
the  Lackawanna  and  terminating  near  the  state 
line  at  Athens, a  distance  of  90  miles — is  estimated 
to  cost  in  round  numbers  the  sum  of  $3,500,000. — 
Of  this  amount  there  has  been  expended  the  sum 
of  $1,500,000.  From  this  statement,  there  would 
yet  be  required  to  complete  tbe  North  Branch  di¬ 
vision  about  2  millions  of  dollars.  The  question 
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then  presents  itself,  whether  this  Division  shall  be 
abandoned  for  a  season,  or  completed  forthwith  1 
Whether  the  excavations  made  shall  be  permitted 
to  be  filled  up  by  the  action  of  the  weather — and 
the  embankments  and  walls  in  their  unfinished 
condition,  carried  away  by  the  freshets  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  ! — or  whether  it  would  be  better  to  put 
this  division  in  a  condition  for  raising  a  revenue 
to  the  state — instead  of  permitting  it  to  lie  as  it 
now  does ;  not  one  mile  completed,  not  one  cent 
received  per  annum  by  way  of  toll — and  subject¬ 
ing  the  state  to  the  annual  payment  of  $75,000 
of  interest  money.  These  are  certainly  grave  and 
important  questions. 

The  faith  of  the  state  was  pledged  to  the 
North  by  the  act  of  24  March  1828, the  first  section 
of  which  is.  “That  the  board  of  Canal  Commission¬ 
ers  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  in  behalf  of 
this  commonwealth,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  to  lo¬ 
cate  and  contract  for  making  canals,  locks,  and 
other  works  necessary  thereto  (among  other 
routes)  from  Northumberland  to  the  New  York 
State  line  on  the  North  Branch,”  &c. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  appro¬ 
priations  to  these  lines  of  canal  were  c  menced 
as  early  as  the  15th  of  February  1835.  And  that 
from  that  period  the  annual  amount  of  interest 
money  has  been  a  charge  upon  the  public,  treas¬ 
ury.  This  extension  must  be  completed.  On 
this  point  there  are  not  two  opinions.  And  the 
important  fact  is  only  a  question  of  time.  The 
interest  on  the  money  yet  required, to  put  the  whole 
division  in  navigable  order,  and  to  communicate 
with  the  Chenango  Canal  would  be  about  $100,- 
000,00  per  annum. 

But  sir,  your  committee,  infer  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  statistics,  furnished  them  by  W.  B.  Foster, 
Esq,  civil  engineer, North  Branch  Canal, that  there 
would  be  a  very  great  loss  to  the  state  by  a  suspen¬ 
sion  : 


“  Suspension,  one  Year.” 

1st.  2  years  interest  on  the  loss 
of  the  Canal  from  Northumber¬ 
land  to  Lackawanna$l,500,000, 
a  5  per  cent  $153,750,00 


2d  2  years  interest  on  the  a- 
mount  expended  and  now  due  for 
work  on  the  Line  from  Lacka¬ 
wanna  to  Athens  $1500,000, 
a  5  per  cent.  $153,750,00 

3d.  Ordinary  waste  of  Banks 
exclusive  of  contingent  damage 
by  floodsfor  one  year, $1,200, 000 
a  10  percent.  $120,000,00 

4th  Decay  of  Mechanical  work 


for  one  year  $175,000,  ar  15  per 
cent. 

5th.  Additional  interest- on  amount 
required  to  complete  which 
would  accrue  in  consequence  of 
the  delay  of  one  year. 

6th.  Additional  expense  of  Super¬ 
intending  engineering  and  inci¬ 
dentals, 

7th.  Additional  cost  of  work 
which  will  be  caused  by  1  year’s 
suspension  say  5  per  ct.  on 
$2,000,000. 


$26,250,00 


$50,000,00 


$20,000,00 


$100,000,00 


Total  loss  by  one  year’s  suspension,  $023,750,00 

Suspension  for  two  Years. 

Take  the  amount  estimated  for 
one  year  $623,750,00 

Add  to  1st  and  2d  items,  165,375,00 

Add  to  3d  and  4th  do.  77,500,00 

Add  to  5th  item.  52,500,00 

Total  loss  by  two  years  suspension.  $919,125,00 

Suspension  for  three  Years. 

Take  amount  estimated  for  2 
years,  $919,125,00 

Add  to  1st  and  2d  items,  171,643,00 

Add  to  3d  and  4th  items,  68,750,00 

Add  to  -5lh  item,  55,125,00 


Total  loss  by  three  years  suspen¬ 
sion,  $1,214,643,00 

It  really  seems  then  a  matter  of  surprise,  that 
there  should  be  a  moment’s  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  the  Legislature  in  completing  this  line  of  canal 
at  the  earliest  practicable  period  possible.  The 
argument  in  favor  of  a  discontinuance  of  the 
Noith  Branch  and  Erie  extensions,  till  the 
public  credit  be  restored,  and  the  public  Treasury 
replenished  is  drawn  from  false  premises,  and  can¬ 
not  be  sustained  ;  because,  sir,  we  firmly  believe, 
no  one  act  of  the  Legislature,  can  effect  more  to¬ 
wards  that  object  than  the  completion,  the  immedi¬ 
ate  completion  of  these  two  Divisions  of  the  inter¬ 
nal  improvements  of  the  state.  The  public  credit 
can  only  be  restored,  by  the  means  in  the  Treasury 
to  meet  the  demands  on  it — and  it  certainly 
seems  to  us  a  strange  policy,  indeed  ;  to  cut  off  a 
very  great  branch,  in  sure  anticipation  of  the  rev¬ 
enue  of  the  state  at  a  time  when  the  necessities  of 
the  public  imperatively  demand  it. 

Your  Committee  have  already  stated  that  they 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  an  immediate  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  North  Branch  Canal,  and  that  they 
believed  all  the  people  of  Northern  Pennsylvania 
were  also.  And  they  come  to  the  conclusion  not 
without  abundant  reason,  All  experience  has 
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shown  us  that  the  stock  of  canals;  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe,  is  more  valuable  in  a  ten  fcld  de¬ 
gree,  when  used  for  the  trasportation  of  coal  and 
mineral  products,  and  located  in  coal  and  mineral 
regions. 

To  illustrate  this  fact— the  Delaware  Division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  is  the  only  line  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  completed,  that  pays  the  inter¬ 
est  on  the  money  invested.  During  the  last  year 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  alone, 
transported  on  this  division — which  extends  from 
Easton  to  Bristol,  about  60  miles — one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  and 
which  at  a  £  cent  per  ton  a  mile,  yielded  the  State 
a  revenue  of  $65,000.  In  addition  to  this,  there 
are  on  the  Lehigh  river  and  its  tributary  streams, 
some  fifteen  incorporated  coal  companies — destined 
in  a  very  few  years  to  do  nearly  the  same 
amount  of  busines  that  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi¬ 
gation  Company  now  transact.  Some  of  them 
are  the  Beaver  Meadow,  the  Hazleton,  Buck 
Mountain,  Sugarloaf,  &c.  During  the  past  year, 
the  Beaver  Meadow  shipped  upwards  of  38,000 
tons.  The  Hazleton  34,000,  &c.  There  can  be 
no  question,  in  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  but 
that  the  Delaware  Division,  must  in  a  very  short 
time  be  of  greatvalue  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
attributable  altogether  to  the  coal  trade. 

The  value  of  the  Stock  of  the  Schuylkill 
Canal,  commencing  at  Philadelphia,  and  ter¬ 
minating  at  Port  Carbon,  above  Pottsville,  is 
a  strong  illustration  of  the  above  fact — this 
canal  is  108  miles  in  length,  and  cost  a 
little  short  of  3,000,000  of  dollars.  The  shares 
were  originally  $50  each,  and  their  actual  value  at 
this  time  is  above  $150,  or  two  hundred  per  cent 
above  par.  It  penetrates  the  Schuylkill  mining 
district,  and  connects  with  the  sea  board.  But 
some  ofthe  British  canals  shew  conclusively  the 
tmportance  of  a  connection  with  mining  districts 
— when  compared  with  canals  depending  on  agri. 
cultural  and  commercial  tonnage  for  the  value  of 
their  stock.  A  few  instances  are  given — 1st  canals 
relying  on  agricultural  tonnage  for  tolls. 

The  Wey  and  Arun  Canals  connects  a  rich  agri¬ 
cultural  district  with  the  city  of  London. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £32 

Portsmouth  and  Arundel  canal  runs  from  the 
W  ey  and  Arun  Canal,  through  a  rich  agricultural 
district  to  Portsmouth. 

Shares  cost  £50 

Now  sell  for  £10 

Regent  Canal  extends  from  Paddington  connect¬ 
ing  with  the  principal  canals  of  the  Kingdom,  to 
the  city  of  London. 


Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £22 

Croydon  canal,  le'ads  from  a  rich  agricultural 
distiict  south  of  the  Thames  to  London. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £6 

Thames  and  Medway  canal,  connects  a  rich 
agricultural  country  upon  the  river  Medway,  with 
the  Thames,  below  the  city  of  London. 

Shares  cost  30/  4^s 

Now  sell  for  1 1 

2d  Canals  relying  on  coal  and  iron  transporta¬ 
tion  for  tonnage  : 

The  Grand  Junction  Canal,  extending  from  the 
coal  mines  near  Coventry,  to  London — cost 
8,888,888  dollars. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £245 

The  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  long,  connects  Leeds  with  the 
commercial  city  of  Liverpool — and  runs  through  a 
coal  region. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £470 

The  Coventry  Canal  lies  wholly  in  a  coal  region, 
— and  extends  to  the  great  manufacturing  city  of 
Birmingham. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £600 

The  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal,  inScotland,  con¬ 
nects  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glassgow,  runs 
through  a  rich  coal  held,  and  supplies  these  cities 
with  coal. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £545 

Oxford  canal — extends  from  near  Coventry,  in 
the  Birmingham  coal  held,  to  Oxford — where  it 
connects  with  the  Thames — about  50  miles  north¬ 
west  of  London. 

Shares  cost  £100 

Now  sell  for  £595 

The  Stafford  and  >Vo  cester  canal,  running 
through  the  Coal  region,  and  near  the  great  manu¬ 
facturing  town  of  Wolverhampton. 

Shares  cost  £140 

Now  sell  for  £610 

The  Somerset  Coal  Canal — lies  wholly  in  he 
Coal  region,  and  has  no  other  tonnage  except  coal 
for  the  city  of  Bristol. 

Shares  cost  £50 

Now  sell  for  £170 

The  Mersey  and  Irewell  canal,  runs  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater’s  canal — one 
or  two  miles  only  to  the  north — Coal  for  the  city 
of  Liverpool  forms  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
tonnage. 


Shares  cost  £100 
Now  sell  for  £570 

The  Trent  and  Mersey  Canal,  runs  through  a 
coal  region.  It  is  covered  with  boats  loaded  with 
caal  and  iron,  running  between  Birmingham  and 
Liverpool. 

Shares  cost  only  £50 
Now  sell  for  £640 

The  celebrated  Duke  of  Bridgewater’s  Canal, 
which  cost  the  whole  of  his  immense  fortune — 
350,000  pounds  sterling,  or  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  intented  to  open  a  communication  between 
his  extensive  coal  mines  and  the  city  of  Manches¬ 
ter.  The  annual  increase  of  which  at  this  time, 
is  equal  to  the  whole  cost  of  the  canal ! 

Thus  it  shows,  in  the  strongest  possible  light 
the  imperative  necessity  of  an  immediate  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  North  Branch.  Another  fact,  too,  that 
where  canals  pass  through  vast  coal  regions,  as  the 
NorthBranch  does,  the  stock  cannot  but  be  of  great 
value. 

So  fra  as  the  people  of  this  State  have  had  ex¬ 
perience,  it  corroborates  the  truth  of  the  great  val¬ 
ue  of  English  Stocks,  in  canals  passing  through 
coal  regions.* 

The  anthracite  coal  fields  of  the  Wyoming  and 
Lackawanna  Valievs,  are  unparalleled  irr  the  state 
and  probably  in  the  world — and  it  is  by  no  means 
problematical  to  assume,  that  the  average  amount 
of  anthracite  coal  that  will  pass  north  for  the  next 
ten  years,  after  the  North  Branch  Canal  is  in  navi¬ 
gable  order,  will  not  fall  short  of  400,000  tons 
per  annum.  Suppose  this  quantity  of  coal  to  be 
shipped,  upon  an  average  ten  miles  below  the 
Lackawanna  Feeder — there  will  then  be  100  miles 
of  canal  upon  which  tolls  will  be  chargeable. — 
This  at  a  half  cent  per  ton  per  mile  will  throw 
into  the  state  Treasury  the  sum  of  §200,000 — 
which  of  itself  will  pay,  and  more  than  pay  the 
annual  interest,  of  the  cost  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent  per  annum.  Add  to  this  the  vast  amount  of 
Bituminous  coal  that  must  pass  both  ways  on  the 
North  Branch,  from  the  comity  of  Bradford,  and 
your  committee  feel  fully  assured  that  the 
toll  on  coal  must,  of  itself  much  more  than  pay 
the  interest  of  the  cost  of  construction  and  keep 
itself  in  repair.  But  will  there  be  a  demand  for 
Anthracite  and  Bituminous  coal  1  It  is  a  fact 
well  known  that  there  is  no  coal  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  That  market  must  be  supplied  from 
Northern  Pennsylvania.  No  other  operations  can 
compete  with  this  section  of  the  state.  Can  any 
data  be  furnished  of  the  amount  required! 

The  population  of  New  York  hi  1835  was 

*  Vide  “  Report  of  the  Swatara  coal  region.” 
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2,174,517.  The  increase  from  1825  to  1830  was  ' 
302,674.  Increase  from  1830  to  1835,  255,485. 
The  population  may  therefore  be  assumed  at 
2,400,000  of  which  1,500,000  wiil  become  consu¬ 
mers  of  our  coal.  The  rate  of  consumption  in  the 
city  of  London  is  1,188,321  tons  per  million  in¬ 
habitants  giving  1,782,481  tons  for  a  million  and 
a  half  of  people.  This  is  a  quaniity  the  wants  of 
New  York  are  continually  approximating  to  as 
wood  disappears,  without  regard  to  the  increase  of 
population. 

The' authority  of  the  lamented  Dewitt  Clinton, 
may  also  be  regarded  as  safe — a  man  whose  name 
will  last  as  long  as  the  stupendous  works  he  pro¬ 
jected. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  the  consumption  of  coal 
in  north  western  New  York,  alone  would  exceed 
a  half  a  million  of  tons  per  annum.  Indeed  the 
quantity  for  the  manufacturing  -  f  salt  alone,  is  com¬ 
puted  to  be  100,000  tons  a  year,  in  the  western 
counties  of  New  York.  And  this  estimate  is  pre¬ 
dicated  upon  the  opinions  of  men  whose  authority 
may  be  safely  relied  on.  The  city  of  Albany,  the 
large  and  flourishing  towns  of  Utica,  Rochester, 
Buffalo,  Geneva,  Ithica,  &c,  are  all  to  be  suppli¬ 
ed  with  the  Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  coal. 
Nor  does  the  consumption  stop  here.  The  lake 
trade — the  supply  of  the  western  country  by  the 
lakes,  and  the  various  canals,  must  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure  look  to  this  channel  for  their  supplies,  and  in¬ 
deed,  altogether  from  the  North  Branch  and  the 
Erie  Canals  !  The  coal  trade  south  too  must  in¬ 
crease  with  great  rapidity. 

The  demand  for  the  current  year,  at  the  iron  es¬ 
tablishments  of  the  flourishing  county  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  exceeds  35,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  and 
proposals  are  now  offered  fof  the  furnishing  of  that 
amount — and  the  Iron  men  of  Danville,  say  that 
they  will  want  at  least  75,000  tons  the  following 
year  for  their  operations.  A  our  committee  feel 
assured,  that  did  the  North  Branch  rely  alone,,  for 
tolls  on  Anthracite  and  Bituminous  coal,  it  would 
be  the  best  portion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canals. 
Deduct  the  §65,000  paid  in  tolls  by  the  Lehigh 
Co.,  on  the  Delaware  division  for  the  last  year, 
and  how  would  that  portion  of  the  state  improve¬ 
ments,  stand  on  the  score  of  solvency  1  Abolish  the 
coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill  and  it  would  not  keep  it¬ 
self  in  repair,  although  it  passes  through  a  flourish¬ 
ing  agricultural  country.  The  truth  is,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  must  rely  for  revenue  from  her  canals  and 
rail  ways  in  the  transportation  of  her  vast  mineral 
productions  connected  with  the  coal  trade.  This, 
we  apprehend,  cannot  be  questioned. 

But  the  trade  of  Northern  Penns .  Ivania,  em¬ 
braces  other  productions.  Since  the  very  impor- 
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tant  discovery  of  smelting  iron  ore,  with  Anthra¬ 
cite — anew  era  has  commenced  in  the  economy 
of  the  manufacture  of  that  article.  The  great  Ore 
banks  of  the  counties  of  Columbia,  and  Bradford, 
are  proverbial  for  their  extent  and  value,  and  the 
preparations  now  going  on  in  the  county  of  Col¬ 
umbia,  for  the  manufactory  of  iron  are  immense. 
Western  New  York  willj  look  in  this  direction  for 
iron.  It  is  our  nearest,  and  best  market. 

At  this  moment,  sir,  many  of  the  foundries  of 
the  Western  part  of  New  York  are  supplied 
with  pig  iron,  fram  furnaces  in  this  vicinity — by 
land  transportation — and  some  of  it  carted  over 
one  hundred  miles. 

When  vve  reflect,  that  in  addition  to  the  coal 
and  iron  trade ;  of  the  vast  forests  of  the  choicest 
timber  in  the  counties  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford, 
and  T’oga — and  of  their  respective  agricultural 
productions — it  gives  us  a  carrying  trade  unequal¬ 
led  in  any  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  a  trade  too, 
that  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  to  the  state. 

The  return  trade  on  the  North  Branch,  will  be 
of  no  minor  importance.  The  great  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna  has  depended  almost  exclusively  for 
many  years  past  for  her  supplies  of  salt,  and  plas¬ 
ter  from  the  state  of  New  York:  as  the  prices  of 
these  articles  become  reduced  by  the  facilities  of  a 
cheap  and  easy  transportation,  the  demand  must 
increase. 

The  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  from  the  state 
line  to  Northumberland,  containing  more  than 
3,000,000  of  acres,  would  require  150,000  tons  of 
plaster,  estimating  one  ton  to  20  acres,  taking  the 
average  distance  of  transportation  at  90  miles, 
this  would  yield  at  the  present  rates  of  toll, 
$lo5,000.  When  it  :s  considered  the  loss  of  an 
ark,  unsaleable,  sixty  dollars  on  every  ark  load  of 
60  tons,  and  the  dangers  of  river  navigation  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  cost  of  transhipment  from  the  New 
i  ork  canals  to  the  river,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  their  plaster  will  take  the  Pennsylvania  Canal 
instead  of  the  river  on  its  way  to  market. 

The  amount  of  property  descending  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna,  sold  in  lower  Pennsylvania  and  Balti¬ 
more,  in  1825  was  estimated  in  an  official  paper 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  at  $'4,500,000.  From  the  advance  of 
prices  and  increase  of  the  lumber  trade,  it  must 
now  be  $6,000,000.  Of  this  say  one  third, 
$2,000,000,  comes  from  the  West  Branch.  The 
tonnage  (descending  on  Arks,)  may  be  estimated 
at  100,000  tons,  and  the  loss  of  2000  arks  at  $60 
making  $120,000,  and  the  losses  on  the  whole 
amount  estimated  at  five  per  cent,  giving  $150,000 
and  a  gross  loss  of  270,000  per  annum,  justify 


the  conclusion  that  this  tonnage  at  least  would 
take  the  canal. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  have  a  population  of 
150,000  along  the  Susquehanna,  depending  on 
the  Lake  country  for  their  supply  of  salt;  which 
cannot  he  estimated  at  less  than  75,000  bbls.  per 
annum.  From  all  these  sources  your  committee 
feel  assured  that  the  tolls  on  this  branch  when  com¬ 
pleted  cannot  fall  short  of  $600,000,  per  annum 
on  an  average,  for  the  next  ten  years. 

And  when  it  is  true,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canals  are  open  at  least  a  month 
earlier — and  close  at  least  a  month  later  than  the 
New  York  Canals,  what  we  ask,  is  to  prevent 
a  great  portion  of  the  western  trade,  of  New  York 
from  passing  through  our  improvements  to  Philadel¬ 
phia.  It  is  a  natural  consequence — business  men  go 
to  the  most  available  market — local  pride,  and  local 
interest,  are  forgotten. — Lastly  as  to  the  expedien¬ 
cy  of  a  sale  of  the  state  canals,  and  rail-ways. — 
This  proposition,  if  originating  through  good  mo¬ 
tives,  is  based  on  an  error  of  judgment.  It  seems 
that  no  honest  and  intelligent  citizen  should  de¬ 
sire  to  dispose  of  at  public  auction,  the  public 
property  of  the  state,  in  an  unfinished  condition 
and  before  an  opportunity  has  been  offered  to  test 
its  utility.  Let  the  original  plan  be  carried  out ; 
and  success,  is  as  sure,  as  that  the  sun  shines  in 
the  heavens  in  a  clear  sky.  A  regard  too  for  the 
reputation  of  the  distinguished  men  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania, who  were  the  projectors  of  this  grand  project, 
should  not  be  forgotten.  Their  wisdom,  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  experience,  is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Your  committee  regard  the  day  on  which  the 
corner  stone  of  the  “Penn  Lock”  was  laid, 
at  the  capital  of  this  great  commonwealth  as  a 
proud  day  in  the  annals  of  our  history  ;  but 
when  there  shall  be  a  union  with  the  lakes,  and 
the  great  channels  and  thoroughfares  ofNew  York 
with  those  of  Pennsylvania,  it  will  be  a  day  when 
the  hearts  of  the  people  will  be  made  glad.  If  at 
this  time  there  be  a  failure  of  the  prophesy,  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  sell  at  public  outcry  the  title 
the  state  now  holds  in  her  public  improvements. 

The  claims  of  the  North  on  the  justice  of  the 
commonwealth,  are  thus  truly  set  forth  by  that 
great  and  lamented  friend  of  Internal  Improve¬ 
ments,  Gov.  W olf,  in  one  of  his  messages. 

“The  citizens  of  the  north  and  north  western 
parts  of  the  state  alledge,  what  is  most  certainly 
true,  that  they  have  manfully  stood  by  the  system 
of  internal  improvements  from  its  inception  to  the 
consummation  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  now 
completed,  and  have  given  it  aid  and  encourage¬ 
ment  ;  that  they  have  borne  their  share  of  the 
Public  burthen  and  contributed  their  money  to  its 
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accomplishment  in  the  way  of  taxes  ;  they  aver 
that  the  system  as  originally  designed,  will  not  be 
completed  till  a  connexion  shall  have  been  formed 
by  the  Elmira  canal  in  the  state  of  New  York  by 
an  improvement  along  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna,  nor  until  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie 
are  made  to  intermingle  with  those  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny,  and  the  Delaware  by  opening  a  communi¬ 
cation  by  some  eligible  route,  to  be  fixed  upon  for 
connecting  the  harbor  of  Erie  with  the  Allegheny 
river  at  Pittsburg. 

That  the  claims  of  these  citizens  are  strong,  is 
undeniable ;  that  the  system  as  originally  design¬ 
ed,  was  intended  to  embrace  at  least  one  of  those 
points  if  not  both,  is  not  doubted  ;  that  they  have 
stood  by  and  borne  their  share  of  the  heat  and 
burthen  of  the  day,  in  that  which  has  been  ac¬ 
complished,  it  is  but  sheer  justice  to  them  to  say.” 

Six  years  have  elapsed  since  our  rights  were 
thus  vindicated  by  the  highest  dignitary  of  the 
commonwealth  and  (with  the  faith  of  the  state  still 
unredeemed,  with  hopes  thus  deferred,)  we  are 
threatened  with  a  suspension  or  total  abandonment 
of  this  line  of  canal  in  which  is  all  our  interest  in 
the  great  improvement  system  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  we  claim  from  her 
Legislature  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  as 
the  only  sound  policy  of  the  commonwealth.  As 
citizens  of  Northern  Pennsylvania,  we  ask  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  North  Branch  (and  Erie)  canal 
as  a  redemption  of  state  faith,  and  an  act  of  long 
delayed  justice  to  the  North. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing — Your  Committee  re¬ 
commend  an  immediate  completion  of  the  North 
Branch  Canal,  and  Erie  Extension,  and  do  so 
from  an  honest  conviction  that  it  is  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  state,  and  hope  that  effective  mea¬ 
sures  may  be  used  to  prevail  on  the  Legislature  to 
appropriate  the  sum  required  to  finish  both  lints 
referred  to,  at  their  adjourned  session. 

They  respectful  y  submit  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  composed  of 
delegates  from'  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Brad¬ 
ford  and  Susquehanna,  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  welfare  and  s  rosperity  of 
the  State  require  the  immediate  completion  of  the 
North  Branch  and  Erie  canals.  That  the  vast 
amount  of  money  now  expended  on  each ;  and 
neither  in  a  condition  to  pay  any  thing  by  way  of 
Tolls,  should  admonish  the  Legislature  of  this 
state,  of  the  imperative  necessity  of  speedy  and  ef¬ 
fectual  action. 

Resolved,  That  we  think  sound  policy  dictates 
the  apprr  r  riation  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete 
the  >  ortn  Branch  division  at  once ;  as  this  will 


render  productive  a  canal,  which  if  suspended,  will 
receive  much  more  injury  by  the  rains,  and  fresh¬ 
ets  of  the  river,  than  will  be  the  amount  of  the  in¬ 
terest  to  be  paid  on  that  sum. 

Resolved,  that  although  Pennsylvania  is  in¬ 
volved  in  an  immense  deft  for  her  public  improve¬ 
ments,  we  are  still,  as  we  ever  have  been,  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  a  wise  policy,  and  that  time 
will  convince  the  doubting  of  the  truth  of  it. 
And  that  we,  the  people  of  Northern  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  to  show  our  sincerity,  ask  it  rather  as  a  privil¬ 
ege  of  the  Legislature  to  be  assessed  with  taxes, 
than  regard  it  as  a  burthen.  We  say  let  the  debt 
be  increased  if  taxation  is  not  resorted  to — in 
either  event  will  vve  be  satisfied. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  the  credit  and  resour¬ 
ces  of  this  state  are  as  great  as  the  statp  of  New 
York,  whose  Legislature  has  at  her  present  session 
appropriated  the  sum  of  §4,100,000  for  canal 
and  rail  road  purposes.  And  that  the  citizens  of 
Pensvlvania,  with  her  mountains  of  coal  and  iron 
— her  vast  commercial  operations — her  navigable 
streams  and  manufacturing  facilities,  equal  to  those 
of  any  other  state  in  the  Union — and  her  great 
agricultural  resources,  should  remain  supine, 
and  gravely  talk  of  putting  up  in  the  public  auc¬ 
tion  mart,  her  works  of  internal  imorovement  to 
the  highest  and  best  bidder,  seems  to  us  the  great¬ 
est  perversion  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
true  interests  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  too  much 
in  character  with  the  imbecile  expression  imputed 
to  the  Roman  general,  of  “  Help  me  Cassius,  or  I 
sink  !” 

Resolved,  That  the  firm  and  decided  course  ta¬ 
ken  by  our  worthy  Governor,  David  R.  Porter,  in 
recommending  in  the  strongest  terms,  an  immediate 
appropriation  of  money,  to  complete  the  North 
Branch  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, meets 
our  approbation  in  terms  of  unlimited  praise ; 
and  that  he,  in  common  with  the  other  distin¬ 
guished  men  of  this  state  who  have  nobly  stood 
forth  as  the  advocates  of  the  public  improvements, 
will  receive  that  best  of  rewards,  the  good  opinion 
and  esteem  of  all  honest  citizens. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  several  counties  here  represented,  in  sustain¬ 
ing  and  voting  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
improvements  of  the  State,  in  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly — deserve  very  justly  the  approbation  of  the 
people  of  the  Northern  part,  as  well  as  of  the  state 
generally.  And  that  they  be,  and  are  hereby  in¬ 
structed  to  use  their  efforts,  during  the  approaching 
session  of  the  legislature,  to  obtain  an  appropriation 
sufficient  to  complete  the  North  Braneh  and  Erie 
extensions,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable. 


Resolved,  That  we  disapprove  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  the  proposition  to  sell  or  otherwise  di?_ 
pose  of  the  state  property,  in  canals  and  railways 
— that  we  regard  the  measure  as  a  design  to  throw' 
the  system  into  disrepute  with  the  people  rather 
than  a  hope  that  it  may  he  attend#d  with  good  re¬ 
sults. 

Resolved,  That  our  confidence  remains  unsha¬ 
ken  in  the  utility  of  the  public  works,  and  that 
we  honestly  believe  when  they  are  all  completed, 
they  will  in  a  very  few  years  pay  the  interest  on 
the  money  invested  in  their  construction.  And 
that  not  very  many  years  will  intervene  between 
the  period  of  their  completion  and  that  time 
when  the  vast  debt  incurred  will  be  wholly 
paid  from  the  tolls  arising  from  them. 

Resolved,  That  under  present  embarrassments 
of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  to 
grant  appropriations  of  money  to  new  lines — but 
to  confine  their  attention  to  the  completion  of  the 
main  lines,  and  to  keeping  them  in  repair. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones,  of  Susquehanna,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
be  published  in  all  the  papers  of  Northern  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  in  Pamphlet  form,  and  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  persons  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  publication  jhereof. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  persons 
a  committee  for  that  purpose  : 

Messrs  Wright,  Sturdevant,  Ward,  Chahoon, 
and  Pettebone. 

On  motion  of  D.  M.  Bull,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  president  appoint  a  committee  to  attend  the 
adjourned  session  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs — 

D.  M.  Bull,  Thos.  Elliot, 

V  .  E.  Piolett,  John  McCord, 

E.  W.  Baird,  II.  W.  Tracy, 

Bradford  County. 


H.  B.  Wright,  L.  Kidder, 

E.  W.  Sturdevant,  A.  O.  Chahoon, 

B.  A.  Bidlack,  Geo.  P.  Steele, 

John  L.  Butler,  Geo.  Kocher,  Jr. 

Miller  Horton,  Luzerne  County. 

C.  L.  Ward,  Asa  Dimock, 

J.  C.  Biddle,  Benj.  Lathrop 

Franklin  Lusk,  Win.  L.  Post, 

Susquehanna  County. 

On  Motion  of  E.  W.  Morgan,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to 
the  People  of  Tunkhannock,  for  the  use  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  occupied  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  H.  B.  Wright, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be 
tendered  to  the  President,  for  the  very  able  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over'the 
deliberations  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  A.  0.  Chahoon,  Resolved,  that 
each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  be  furnish¬ 
ed  with  a.  jiamphlet,  containing  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention. 

The  Convention  was  addressed  by  Messrs 
Jones  and  Ward,  of  Susquehanna,  Wright, 
Sturdevant  and  Kidder,  of  Luzerne — on  various 
matters  before  it. 

On  motion  of  E.  W.  Sturdevant,  the  Conven¬ 
tion  adjourned,  sine  die. 

GEORGE  M.  HOLLENBACK, 
President. 

Thomas  Elliot, 

Hijiam  Mix, 

H-  W.  Tracy, 

Wilson  Scott, 

Asa  Dimock, 

Benj.  Lathrop, 

D.  Sf.ahle, 

Wm.  Hartley, 

C.  D.  Shoemaker, 

Wm.  L.  Bowman, 

Henry  Pettebone, 

N.  Overeield, 

D.  M.  Bull,  A 

C.  L.  Ward,  >  Secretaries. 

L.  Kidder,  j 


>  Y.  Pres’ts. 
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